
PENN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
1301 Centerville Road 

Newville, PA 17241 
Tel: 717-486-3104 Fax: 717-486-3522 

Regular Meeting 
June 10, 2021 

 

Chairman Martin called the meeting to order at Penn Township Fire Company and led everyone 
in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Those present: Chairman Gary Martin, Vice Chairman Ron Tritt, Supervisor Ken Sheaffer, 
Solicitor Marcus McKnight, Zoning Officer Tim Knepp, Township Engineer Paul Wilson, Traffic 
Engineer Jodi Evans, and Secretary Corrie Wadel. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 Cathy Cornman expressed a concern with the large mound of dirt located near the water 
tower on the Penn Commerce Phase 2 parcel. Ms. Cornman stated that the water run off is being 
directed toward her property and creating grooves in the dirt pile and she is concerned it will 
affect her field. Chairman Martin asked Township Engineer Wilson to look into it.  
 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Vice Chairman Tritt made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 13, 2021 Board of 
Supervisors Meeting. Supervisor Sheaffer seconded the motion.  Motion approved. 
 
 Supervisor Sheaffer made a motion to approve the Treasurer Report from May 31, 2021. 
Vice Chairman Tritt seconded the motion.  Motion approved. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION PLANS 
 
 None 
 
 
BREAK FOR EXETER REZONING HEARINGS 
 
 751 Centerville Road – Parcel #31-10-0622-024  4.15 Acres 

755 Centerville Road – Parcel #31-10-0622-006A 81.03 Acres 
                 Parcel #31-10-0622-025 1.28 Acres 
775 Centerville Road – Parcel #31-10-0622-005 12.09 Acres 
781 Centerville Road – Parcel #31-10-0622-005A 2.46 Acres 

 
These properties are presently owned by: Nicholas C. & Linda L. Mallios; William F. 
Smith & Alexandra Mallios Smith; and Lynn K. and Karen M. Gensler and are zoned 
Agriculture. The request for rezoning to Industrial has been made by the Mallios family, 
Gensler family and Exeter Centerville Land LLC. Charles Suhr, attorney for Exeter, 
stated that the request is for approximately 101 acres and Exeter has an agreement of 
sale for the above stated parcels.  Discussion and presentations regarding the proposed 
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use of the property were made by Thomas Allman, Director of Construction & 
Development for EQT Exeter, who briefly explained Exeter’s tentative proposed plan for 
the property and their ongoing relationship to the community; Paul Szewczak of Liberty 
Engineering, who presented the plan drawings; and Jon Seitz of TRG, traffic engineer, 
explained the preliminary traffic analysis for the I-81 interchange. Chairman Martin 
opened the floor to public comment. Local residents in attendance were able to express 
their comments and concerns. The Board of Supervisors stated that they are not against 
warehousing but expressed their concerns with approving rezoning for more 
warehouses at the current time with the I-81 interchange and safety issues. Chairman 
Martin stated there is a proposed concept from the Mains Corporation Developer to 
upgrade the interchange and that there needs to be a concentrated effort to create a 
plan including all three parties before an approval can be given. Solicitor McKnight 
asked the Exeter applicants if they needed a deciding vote tonight or if they would be 
willing to give us 60 days to work out a plan. He reviewed the Township Planning 
Commission and County Planning Commission recommendations not to rezone at the 
current time. On behalf of Exeter Newville Land, LLC, Attorney Charles Suhr requested 
a 60-day delay on the decision. Stenographer Cheryl Farner Donovan was retained by 
Solicitor McKnight to record the transcripts for the Exeter Rezoning Hearing. The 
transcript will remain on file at the Township Office for review or to request a copy.   
 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Trash – The Secretary reported that there are currently 2 accounts still outstanding. At 

the request of Southampton Township, she made phone calls to the delinquent account holders 
to inform them if payment wasn’t made immediately that their services would be stopped at the 
conclusion of the contract on June 30, 2021. Secretary Wadel posted on social media that all 
Waste Management trash toters and bins should be left out to be collect the week of June 28th 
and that Apple Valley would be dropping off new toters in that same timeframe. 

 
Septic – The Secretary reported that of the 292 septic systems in District 4 due to be 

pumped in 2021, we are standing steady with 131 pumped and 168 still to be pumped.  
Pumping reminder post cards were sent to the properties not yet pumped in 2021.  Secretary 
Wadel also reported that of the 75 systems from District 3 that received delinquent letters, 63 
have been pumped with 11 yet to be pumped.  

 
Liquid Fuels Bid Opening – Russell Standard (formerly Hammaker East Ltd.) 

submitted the lowest bid of $29,671.90 to complete the Tar and Chip roadwork that will 
include Point Road, Bream Road, and Penn Drive. Roadmaster Jeff Gillaugh is in favor of and 
supports this decision. Supervisor Sheaffer made a motion to approve low bid from Russell 
Standard.  Vice Chairman Tritt seconded the motion.  Motion approved. 
 

 Southside Drive Paving Bids – Schlusser Paving Inc. was the only bid received. 
The bid packet only listed the hourly equipment rental price and did not have the total cost 
listed. Vice Chairman Tritt suggested to table the discussion until the Township received a total 
cost estimate from Schlusser paving.  Supervisor Sheaffer made a motion to table discussion 
of the Southside Drive Paving Bids.  Vice Chairman Tritt seconded the motion.  Motion 
approved. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
 730 Mount Rock Road Septic Waiver Request - the Secretary reported that Keith 
Derr submitted a written requested to have a septic waiver for 730 Mount Rock Road.  
Supervisor Sheaffer made a motion to approve the Derr septic waiver pending verification of the 
new septic system installation for 730 Mount Rock Road. Vice Chairman Tritt seconded the 
motion. Motion approved. 
 
 Mains Scoping Meeting – Township Engineer Wilson reported that the meeting was 
requested by the Richard Mains Corporation and Appalachian Asset Management to discuss 
the I-81 Exit 37 interchange issues and concerns. He reported that it was a good meeting 
with Penn DOT reviewing the initial comments from the Township Traffic Engineer and 
listening to the Township concerns regarding the current volume deficiency of the 
interchange.  Appalachian Asset Management presented a sketch of a possible solution to 
the interchange issues. Secretary Wadel mentioned that a Penn DOT Rep had measured the 
ramp lengths during the meeting using their own mapped screen shots and finally 
acknowledged the deficiencies of the ramps in their current state.  

 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 None 
 
 
PROJECT UPDATES 
 
 None  
 
 
ZONING CODES ENFORCEMENT 
 
 The Zoning Officer reported that he approved 2 permits and had 4 Complaints that 
resulted in 2 Citations. 
 
 Burn Ordinance Update – Zoning Officer Knepp and would like to add two items to the 
current Burn Ordinance in Section V, Control of Burning and Unattended Fires. The first change 
would be listed as “(4) Out of door burning of domestic refuse shall be confined in a non-
combustible container that is in good repair, and covered with a wire screen of one-half inch or 
smaller mesh.  Fires, leaves, brush and/or natural untreated wood need not be confined in or 
covered by a non-combustible container”.  The second change would be “(5) Recreational Fires 
using natural untreated wood and containing a fuel source of no more than…”.  Zoning Officer 
Knepp stated there is a difference of opinion between him and Fire Marshal Kough regarding the 
correct span of area to measure the fuel source.  Fire Marshal Kough was not present at the 
meeting. Supervisor Sheaffer made a motion to table until Fire Marshall Kough can participate in 
the discussion. Vice Chairman Tritt seconded the motion. Motion approved. 
 
 Nuisance Ordinance Update – the Zoning Officer asked permission to include the Vector 
Control recommended addition regarding Standing Water to the current Nuisance Ordinance. 
Zoning Officer Knepp presented the change to the panel.  The Solicitor asked for a copy of the 
change in order to update the official Ordinance. Solicitor McKnight will have it updated for 
approval at the next meeting. Supervisor Sheaffer made a motion to authorize Solicitor 
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McKnight to prepare the updated Nuisance Ordinance. Vice Chairman Tritt seconded the motion. 
Motion approved.  
 Solicitation Signs – the Zoning Officer reported a different company is now putting up 
the “Sell Your Home” signs. He has been working with the State Police to identify the owners.  
  
 
SOLICITOR REPORT 

 
None 

   
 
OTHER REPORTS 
 
 COG – Chairman Martin reported that the meeting is this coming Monday. 

 
Land Preservation – Chairman Martin reported that Penn Township has ten properties 

being preserved this year, of which, there are approvals of 5 traditional farms and five bargain 
farms. The Board would like to have up to 30,000 acres approved by 2030. Chairman Martin 
expressed his concern with including farms with shale land.   
 

Roadmaster – The secretary reported that the road crew will continue to mow and 
maintain roads. Guardrails have been trimmed and Southside Drive is ready for the 2022 paving 
project to begin. Leg work and preparation for the Beetem Hollow culvert replacement began 
last week.  
 

Newsletter – The Secretary reported that the newsletter will be ready for review next 
Thursday and sent to the printer on Monday, June 21, 2021. 
 

Fire Marshal – none.  
 

Emergency Coordinator – none.  
 
Fire Company – the Assistant Fire Marshal reported that the Fire Company will be 

holding the Huntsdale Fair on August 5-7, 2021. Chairman Martin mentioned that 
Representative Torren Ecker will be attending to help at the fair on Thursday, August 5, 2021. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS LISTING 

 
Vice Chairman Tritt made a motion to pay the bills.  Supervisor Sheaffer seconded the 

motion.  Motion approved.  
 
 
SUPERVISORS’ REPORTS 
 

None 
 
 
ADJ0URNMENT 

 
Vice Chairman Tritt made a motion to adjourn. Supervisor Sheaffer seconded the 

motion.  Motion approved at 9:20p.m. 
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NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
July 08, 2021 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Corrie Wadel 
Secretary 


