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You Can Curb Water Pollution by Starting in Your Own Back Yard
Stormwater, rain that runs off hard surfaces and eventually into local waterways, is a major and fast growing
source of pollution that affects every watershed.
This runoff may carry sediment, nutrients from lawns,
waste from farms and pets, oil and litter from streets, and
other contaminants into streams or storm drains. To cover
the costs of managing stormwater’s impact on the environment, some local governments have recently established programs that impose fees on property owners,
who play a crucial role in limiting water pollution right in
their own yards.
“When you add up the combined efforts of thousands of
individual homeowners, the cumulative improvement on
stormwater runoff and water quality can be quite substantial,” says Al Todd, Executive Director of the Alliance for
the Chesapeake Bay, “but it can be hard to find the right
information to get started.”





Set mower height to 3 inches or higher. Taller grass
slows the rate of runoff and produces a deeper, denser
root system, which will absorb more water, prevent
erosion, and suppress weeds. Deeper roots also have
access to more water stored in the ground and can
reduce the need for irrigation during droughts.
Retain grass clippings and chopped leaves onsite.
A mulch-mower is ideal for retaining and spreading
clippings on your lawn. The clippings decompose
quickly, provide important nutrients for your lawn,
and settle to
create an organic layer on
the soil that
encourages
stormwater
infiltration.
This technique can sig-

The following lawn and garden tips will help property
owners partner with their community to manage stormwater and battle water pollution.

(Continued on page 5)

Getting a start in your own back yard
A “stormwater-friendly” lawn is one that can absorb rainwater and does not harm local streams due to the overapplication of chemicals. Likewise, a “stormwaterfriendly” garden is one Nancy Dobbs that uses organic
compost as fertilizer to amend soil and minimizes or
eliminates the use of chemicals.
Reducing chemical applications and encouraging infiltration will help stabilize local water flows and also maintain
natural nutrient levels in streams. Stormwater-friendly
lawns and gardens will help you save money on fertilizers
and time on upkeep once they become established.
A stormwater-friendly lawn
Following the steps below will not only help protect local
streams and rivers but can result in direct and substantial
cost savings to you, the homeowner.
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Penn Township Personnel
Zoning Hearing Board
Todd Vogelsong - Chair
Linwood Clippinger - Vice-Chair
Rachael Hollenbaugh
Greg Mell—Voting Alternate
James Hollenbaugh-Voting Alternate
Richard Mislitsky - Solicitor

Planning Commission
Wayne Stevenson- Co- Chair
Gary Cribbs – Co-Chair
Marcia Leeds - Secretary
Victor Barrick
Sean Lacey
Dennis Shoff
Dan Ries

Fire Company Executive Officers
John Wardle– President 776-7266
Gary Martin– Vice President
Wayne Hockensmith – Treasurer
Pat Sangialosi - Secretary
Mary McGarry -Assistant Secretary
Cindia Whistler– Financial Secretary
John Wardle Jr-Chaplain
Cindia Whistler—Facility Contact

Fire Company Line Officers

Fire Company Auxiliary

Fire/Police Members
Ron Tritt
Ira Wagner
John J Wardle Jr
Robert Alleman
Grace Hernandes
Pamela Sheaffer

Fire Company Trustees
Richard Cook
John J Wardle

Emergency Management Coordinator
Robert Kough, Jr. – 226-6537 Ernie Beecher - Deputy

Codes Enforcement Officer
Tim Knepp, Sr.

Jim Sheaffer—Assistant

Vacancy Board
J. Michael Ickes - Chair

Loan Grant Coordinator
Buck Shuller

Fire Marshal
Bob Kough, Jr.
Tim Knepp, Sr.—Assistant

8
12
13
15
16
17
22

PTVFC Meat Raffle
Zoning Hearing Board
Board of Supervisors
PTVFC Easter Egg Hunt
PTVFC Easter Breakfast
Planning Commission Meeting
PTVFC Pot Pie Supper

10 Zoning Hearing Board
11 Board of Supervisors Meeting
15 Planning Commission Meeting
June

Mary Wert – President
Evie Seiders – Vice President
Sandy Morrison – Secretary
Marcia Leeds – Treasurer
Kay Kann – Financial Secretary
Anna Group—Trustee
Judy Hockensmith – Trustee
Joyce Wardle—Trustee

Jim Sheaffer
Denny Shoff
Tim Knepp

All meetings are held at the Township building , 1301
Centerville Road, Newville, PA at 7:00 pm unless otherwise stated.
April

May

Chris Alleman. – Fire Chief
Doug Stum – Deputy Chief
Ryan Finky - Assistant Chief
Tim Knepp—EMS Chief
Tyler Wardle - Captain
Dan Define—Lieutenant

Jim Sheaffer - Captain
Ricky Stitt - Lieutenant
Leon Kitner
Art Danner
Wayne Hockensmith
Steve Cohick
Richard Cook

2017 Township Calendar

8
14
19
25

Board of Supervisors Meeting
Zoning Hearing Board
Planning Commission Meeting
PTVFC Breakfast

NOTE: Fire Company BINGO is held every Friday
night, 7:00 at the Fire Hall

Do you live in a historic structure ?
The Penn Township Board of Supervisors is looking
to avoid any situations like the one that occurred in
Silver Spring Township with the historic James Bell
Tavern.
As you may be aware, the James Bell Tavern was
partially demolished by a developer before its historical significance was discovered. The Township
was unaware of its history prior to issuing permits.
If you live in a historic property, please notify the
Secretary in writing with the address and the historical significance of your property. You may also
send her an email at penntwp@kuhncom.net.
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Board of Supervisors
The complete minutes of the Supervisors’ Meetings
are available, once they are approved, at the Township Building or on our website,
www.penntwpcc.org.
January Reorganization Meeting
 Approved Resolution 2017.01 Appointing Township Staff
 Approved Resolution 2017.02 Establishing
Wages
 Approved Resolution 2017.03 Establishing the
Township Fees Schedule
 Approved Resolution 2017.04 Personnel Manual
 Approved Resolution 2017.05 Setting Holidays,
Hours of Operation and Meeting Dates
 Approved Resolution 2017.06 Establishing Special Equipment Fee Schedule
 Approved Resolution 2017.07 Special Fire Police
January Regular Meeting
 Appointed Rachael Hollenbaugh as a Member of
the Zoning Hearing Board
 Appointed James Hollenbaugh as a Voting Alternate of the Zoning Hearing Board
 Appointed Greg Mell as a Voting Alternate of
the Zoning Hearing Board

Approved Annual Chapter 7-A of Act 44 of 2009
Pension Disclosure Statement
 Revised Resolution 2017.02 to include skilled
laboror
February

Approved upgrade of alarm system for the
Township buildings
 Accepted resignation of Max Klein from position
of Auditor
 Approved Brehm-Lebo completing permitting
process for Beetem Hollow culvert
February 17 Special Meeting
 Appointed Dawood Engineering as the new
Township Engineer
 Approved Resolution 2017.08 revising the fee
schedule to include Dawood Engineering fees
March
 Approved Andrew Henry Conditional Use Request
 Authorized replacement of 2000 International
Dump Truck
 Approved Resolution 2017-09 Distruction of Tax
Collector Documents
 Approved request by South Newton Township of
services of Special Fire Police at 4 events


NEW EQUIPMENT BUILDING

For the first time in many years, the Township is able to
house all of their equipment indoors.
The contract for the building was awarded to AgPoint
Construction from Quarryville, PA. at the August 11,
2016 Board of Supervisors Meeting. Construction on
the 7200 square foot building began in October of 2016
and we received our Certificate of Occupancy February
1, 2017.
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
Dickinson Presbyterian Church
12 Church Rd. Carlisle, PA
Sunday School for all ages – 9:15 am
Worship – 10:30 am
All are Welcome!
www.dickinsonchurch.org
April 13, 2017
Maundy Thursday
6:30 PM
We will be having an Agape Supper which is a simple meal of soup and bread.
There will also be readings, meditation and prayers.
If you would like to join us for this meal and fellowship, please contact the church office at 717-7763461 by April 6th.

PRIMARY ELECTION

Tuesday, May 16, 2017
Deadline to Register to Vote:
Monday, April 17, 2017
Poll Location:
Penn Township Volunteer Fire Company
1750 Pine Road
Newville, PA 17241

April 14, 2017
Good Friday Service
7:00 PM
April 16, 2017
HE IS RISEN!
Sunrise Service - 6:15 AM
Sunday School and Egg Hunt - 9:15 AM
Worship Service - 10:30 AM
We hope you will join us as we celebrate Easter.

NEWLY RENOVATED BANQUET
HALL
Penn Township Fire Company
Huntsdale
Scheduling for 2017 and beyond.
Rentals, Banquets, Parties, Weddings, Reunions, Meetings
With WiFi, Projector and Sound
Call Cindia at 713-3387
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Water Pollution
(Continued from page 1)








1.

2.

3.

4.

nificantly reduce or eliminate the need for nitrogen
fertilizers.
Also, by spreading grass clippings on your lawn, you
can reduce the amount of fertilizer needed.
Keep clippings and chopped leaves out of streams,
off the street, and out of storm drains. If mulching
is not possible, bag the clippings and store them in a
compost area where the organic material can be used
as a fertilizer later. Blowing them onto a street or
into storm drains deposits the clippings directly into
local streams, where they decompose and become
major pollutants by increasing nitrogen to unsafe levels for fish and other aquatic life.
Fertilizers for your lawn…do you need them? If
so, what, where, when, and how much? Many lawns
do not need fertilizer because they are already fertile
or you have carried out the previously discussed practices. Using no fertilizer is ideal for the bay’s health,
but if your lawn is thin or has bare spots, you should
consider fertilizing it.
A dense vegetated cover is the most “stormwaterfriendly” lawn so take the following steps to determine if fertilizer is necessary for your property:
Test your soil or consult a local professional or
certified applicator. There is no “one size fits all”
when it comes to fertilizer. Needs vary drastically
based on soil texture, pH levels, and nutrient levels.
In fact, soil tests can reveal that lawns may be suffering from micronutrient deficiency, and standard
chemical fertilizers may not alleviate the problem.
Identifying these Laverne Stoner needs will reduce
unnecessary applications, create a healthier lawn
faster, and reduce your long-term costs.
Maximize the slow-release nitrogen in your fertilizer. Typically called “water insoluble nitrogen,” or
WIN, on fertilizer bags, slow-release nitrogen limits
nutrient runoff and exportation. This should be applied in the spring, not autumn, to provide a steady
source of nutrients throughout the growing season.
Start with low amounts or fewer applications:
Your lawn may achieve its ideal coverage and growth
with reduced amounts of fertilizer, saving time and
money.
Apply only during the growing season and check
the weather. Wait until the grass begins growing in
March to fertilize and avoid fertilizing after October.
Fertilizing during a lawn’s dormant season increases
the risk of the chemicals running off into streams or
leaching into your water table because root systems

PAGE 5

are less active. Additionally, do not fertilize before it
rains since most of it will wash off your lawn.
5. Do not fertilize or use pesticides within 15 to 20
feet of a stream and use riparian-specific herbicides, if necessary. Maintaining this distance will
help keep chemicals out of the stream. Also, consider
establishing a natural riparian buffer, instead.
6. Sweep any granulated chemicals off hard surfaces
and back onto your lawn immediately: Your walkway, driveway, patio, or road is often a quick route to
drainage pipes that discharge into local streams so
make sure they’re kept clean of chemicals.
A stormwater-friendly garden
Home gardens can contribute a considerable amount of
nutrients and other pollution to streams and other water
bodies if not cared for in a responsible way. This mainly
applies to fertilizers and pesticides so here are some options:




Garden fertilizers: Organic alternatives to
chemicals include compost or manure. Compost can be created in
your own back yard, is
free, and contains the
many nutrients needed
for your vegetables.
Also, be sure to apply
organic fertilizers before
planting to prevent runoff.
Pesticides: When it
comes to pesticides, identify the pest and research
your options. Many insects are harmless to people
and play an important role in maintaining a healthy
lawn or garden ecosystem.
If there is a problem, however, identify the exact pest
you have. Consult an expert because there are many
nonchemical alternatives to controlling pests.
Pesticides can infiltrate the ground water, contaminate drinking supplies, and severely harm downstream ecosystems if applied incorrectly or unnecessarily.

In the long run, little actions, such as taking a stormwaterfriendly approach to your garden and lawn, will have a
big impact as all of us work together to protect our water’s quality.
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A Note from the Cumberland County Mosquito-borne Disease Control Program:

Zika is here to stay in the Americas, but it has not yet taken hold in Pennsylvania. Around
160 Zika imported travel cases were identified in PA last year. After returning home from
vacation in Zika infested areas, help prevent introduction of the virus into local mosquitoes
by wearing bug spray and avoiding bites. Working together to keep mosquito populations
low will be essential in our efforts to thwart this disease. The Asian Tiger Mosquito likes to
lay eggs in old tires, tarps, or even a bottle cap full of water. If you can’t dump standing
water, treat it with a BTI bacteria based product, such as Mosquito Dunks, found at local
hardware stores. Please visit our website to learn more about mosquitoes, our program, and how to sign up for
“Notify Me” emails.
Feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns.
www.ccpa.net/zika. 717-240-7808

Township Plans to Adopt Official Map
What is an Official Map?
An official map shows the locations of planned future
public lands and facilities such as streets, trails, parks and
open space. The official map expresses a municipality’s
interest in acquiring these lands for public purposes sometime in the future and notifies developers and property
owners of this interest. Official maps may be used by
townships, boroughs, cities, and counties. An official map
is not a municipal base map, existing or future land use
map, a zoning map, or any map in a comprehensive plan,
though these can be used to help identify areas for the
official map ordinance. Section 107(b) of the Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) defines an official map as a
“land use ordinance” with the map as the primary component of an official map ordinance. If a landowner seeks to
build on or subdivide land noted on the official map, the
municipality has up to a year to acquire the land from the
owner before the owner may freely build or subdivide.
What are the Benefits?
 The official map can help focus limited financial resources on projects that meet and advance community
goals.
 The official map helps municipalities make improvements such as connecting and improving the local









street network, intersection improvements, protecting
important natural areas, and providing more green
space, recreation facilities, trails, and sidewalks.
The official map saves time and money by informing
property owners and developers of municipal goals
and intentions in advance of development plans being
made.
The official map is an effective negotiation tool for
municipalities, helping to ensure that development is
compatible with and supportive of public goals.
The official map supports other land use management
tools such as Growing Greener: Conservation by Design and Transfer of Development Rights.
The official map addresses public land and easement
acquisition needs that generally can’t be dealt with
solely through zoning and subdivision and land development ordinances.
The official map gives municipalities a competitive
advantage in securing grants.

Prior to the adoption of the Map the Township will advertise and conduct a public hearing to obtain input from
Township residents.
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Email Address Collection The township is collecting email addresses to be able
to efficiently deliver the newsletter and emergency
information to our residents.
If you are interested in receiving information by
email, please sign-up at
www.penntwpcc.org



Community Information
Newsletter
(sign up or cancellation of subscription)

Like us on Facebook for emergency alerts
and information on road closures.

Newsletter Advertising
The PENN TIMES is published quarterly (January,
April, July, and October), and offers area businesses
the opportunity to advertise their businesses to all of
the residents of the township. Advertisements may be
changed to fit the seasons. Seasonal businesses may
choose to advertise in the issue that is closest to their
peak season.
The following are the prices for advertising in the
2017 PENN TIMES:
Size
Cost/Issue
Cost/Year
1/8 Page (Business Card) $50
$175
¼ Page
$100
$350
½ Page
$200
$700
Full Page
$400
$1400
Contact the township office at 486-3104 to reserve
your space and for newsletter deadline.

PENN TOWNSHIP SERVICES






Photo copies

$ .25 each

Faxing $1.00 first page— $. 50 each additional page
Laminating

$1.00 per item

Notary work $5.00 a seal (No DMV forms or
titles)
The township will accept residential waste oil
from vehicles
All services offered during normal business hours

Find Your Name
The names of two Township residents, selected randomly from township records,
are “hidden” out of context somewhere in
this newsletter. Find your name and we will
treat you to a $20 gift certificate to Saylor’s
Market in Newville. If you find your name,
claim the reward by stopping by Saylor’s
Market before April 30. Our thanks to
Curt Saylor for his donation to the newsletter.

CAN YOUR HOME BE EASILY
IDENTIFIED BY
EMERGENCY VEHICLES??
There is a Township Ordinance that requires all
homes to have the street number three inches
high so that emergency vehicles can easily find
your home. These street numbers are available
for only $10 from Pam Sheaffer, 776-7557. This
is not-for-profit, and is done as a favor to the fire
department.

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Penn Township Board of Supervisors is looking for
residents to serve as Auditor. This is an elected position.
According to the second class township code, the
Board of Auditors meets annually to determine the
current year compensation for supervisors who are
employed by the township.
If you are interested in this position, please contact
the Cumberland County Bureau of Elections at (717)
240-6385.
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Penn Township
1301 Centerville Road
Newville, PA 17241

If you know of a Township resident who did not receive this newsletter, extra copies
are available at the Township office.
Penn Township
Address:
1301 Centerville Road
Newville, PA 17241
Phone: (717) 486-3104
Fax: (717) 486-3522

Office Hours:
January 3—March 31, 2017
October 28—December 31, 2017
Monday—Friday
7:00 AM — 2:00 PM

April 3—October 27, 2017
Monday—Thursday
7:00 AM — 4:00 PM

Township Staff
Board of Supervisors
Gary Martin, Chairman
Ken Sheaffer, Vice-Chairman
Amos Seiders, Supervisor

Township Engineer
Craig Wilson
Dawood Engineering

Sewage Enforcement Officer
Vincent Elbel

Township Secretary
Vicki Knepp

Township Tax Collector
Debra Dyarman

Zoning Officer
Tim Knepp, Sr.
Jim Sheaffer, Assistant

Township Treasurer
Martha Sheaffer

Road Master
Jeff Gillaugh

Township Solicitor
Marcus McKnight, III

Employee
Ernie Beecher

Alan Hostetter

Township Auditors
Charles Leeds, Chairman

Trina Manetta, Secretary

