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SAFE DRIVING IN INCLEMENT WEATHER
Driving always presents a risk, even in pleasant weather with minimal traffic. But that risk climbs dramatically under hazardous conditions like fog, rain, snow, and
ice. If you have to be on the road, there are some precautions you need to take, for your safety and for your
passengers and other motorists.
The number one point of emphasis is also the most obvious. Take your time. Unfavorable weather creates delays.
Allow yourself extra time before you leave, or if you are
unexpectedly caught up in
something, remind yourself
that lives are more important
than punctuality. Slow down,
especially on wet roads or in
dense fog.
Limit distractions. Distracted
driving leads to accidents.
Add the potential danger of black ice, and you are creating a recipe for disaster. Put down the phone and coffee; don't worry about skipping that one song. Just remain focused.
You also need to assess your vehicle's road worthiness.
Regularly check the tread on your tires so you can have
reliable traction. Consider snow tires if you know that
your vehicle is difficult to navigate through snow. Always clear your windshield and windows prior to driving. Do not clear "just enough" of the frost that you can
see through a limited area. This can reduce visibility,
cause more blind spots, and create an intense glare. If
you find your vehicle covered in snow, brush it off thoroughly, including the roof! Snow cover is another instance when you don't want to take shortcuts. Snow can
fly off as you drive, sometimes creating a powdery veil
that completely blocks your rear vision or slamming
piles of snow on another unsuspecting driver's wind-

shield. It can also limit vision for those driving behind
you. Again, take the time to be safer, for everyone's
sake.
Do not try to continue if you encounter rising, rushing
water, fog so dense that you can't see beyond the front
of your vehicle, rain or sleet
so heavy that you can't see
anything, or a white-out blizzard. Pull over to the safest
spot until conditions improve.
Use your best judgement.
Don't gamble with your life.
In the event that you become
stranded for any reason, it's
also a good idea to be prepared and pack an emergency
kit to keep in your vehicle.
Include water, nonperishable
snacks, blankets, a flashlight
and batteries, first aid supplies, road flares, jumper cables, and anything else you
would find useful to your situation. Other options could
be diapers for infants, cat litter and a shovel in case
you're stuck in snow, hand warmers, an ice scraper, an
extra outfit or at least dry socks, emergency cash,
matches, a map, etc. When you need these things, you'll
(Continued on page 4)
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Penn Township Personnel

Zoning Hearing Board
Linwood Clippinger - Chairman
Rachael Hollenbaugh—Secretary
Greg Mell—Vice Chairman
James Hollenbaugh-Voting Alternate
Terry Mentzer—Voting Alternate
Richard Mislitsky - Solicitor
Planning Commission
Wayne Stevenson- Co- Chair
Gary Cribbs – Co-Chair
Marcia Leeds - Secretary
Victor Barrick
Sean Lacey
G. Lane Whigham
Joseph Ferrante
Park & Rec Committee
Patricia Weidman Chair
Sally Anderson
Carrie Collins Vice Chair/Sec
Gary Hunsecker
Tammy Kartstetter
Anna Group
Fire Company Executive Officers
John Wardle– President 776-7266
Gary Martin– Vice President
Wayne Hockensmith – Treasurer
Pat Sangialosi - Secretary
Mary McGarry -Assistant Secretary
Cindia Whistler– Financial Secretary
John Wardle Jr-Chaplain
Cindia Whistler—Facility Contact
Fire Company Line Officers
Chris Alleman. – Fire Chief
Doug Stum – Deputy Chief
Ryan Finky - Assistant Chief
Tim Knepp—EMS Chief
Al Mick - Captain
Dan Define—Lieutenant
Fire Company Auxiliary
Mary Wert – President
Joyce Wardle– Vice President
Sandy Morrison – Secretary
Marcia Leeds – Treasurer/Financial Secretary
Tina Fry—Trustee
Anna Group – Trustee
Evie Kough—Trustee
Virginia Kelso—Chaplain
Fire/Police Members
Jim Sheaffer - Captain
Mike Chestnut
Ricky Stitt - Lieutenant
Ron Tritt
Leon Kitner
Ira Wagner
Art Danner
John J Wardle Jr
Wayne Hockensmith
Robert Alleman
Steve Cohick
Grace Hernandes
Richard Cook
Pamela Sheaffer
Mike Ickes
Marvin Martin
Jim Sheaffer
Denny Shoff
Doug Stum

Fire Company Trustees
Richard Cook
Ryan Finkey

Emergency Management Coordinator
Robert Kough, Jr. – 226-6537
Ernie Beecher - Deputy
Tim Knepp, Sr.

Codes Enforcement Officer

J. Michael Ickes - Chair
Carrie Collins
Bob Kough, Jr.

Vacancy Board

Loan Grant Coordinator
Fire Marshal
Tim Knepp, Sr.—Assistant

2020 Township Calendar
All meetings are held at the Township building , 1301
Centerville Road, Newville, PA at 7:00 pm unless otherwise stated.
January
6
8
11
15
16
20
26

Reorganization/Board of Supervisors Meeting
Zoning Hearing Board
PTVFC Meat Raffle
Park & Rec Committee
Supervisor Workshop
Planning Commission Meeting
PTVFC Beakfast
February

8
12
13
15
17
19
20
23

PTVFC Meat Raffle
Zoning Hearing Board
Board of Supervisors Meeting
PTVFC Spaghetti Dinner
Planning Commission Meeting
Park & Rec Committee
Supervisor Workshop
PTVFC Beakfast

March
7
11
12
14
16
18
19

PTVFC Soup Sale
Zoning Hearing Board
Board of Supervisors Meeting
PTVFC Meat Raffle
Planning Commission
Park & Rec Committee
Supervisor Workshop

NOTE: Fire Company BINGO is held every Friday
night, 7:00 at the Fire Hall
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Board of Supervisors
The complete minutes of the Supervisors’ Meetings are available, once they are approved, at the Township Building or on our
website, www.penntwpcc.org.
October
• Approved Bower/Zimmerman Subdivision Plan
• Approved purchase 300 ton of road salt on old contract
• Ratified Ickes Removal Agreement
• Accepted resignation of Jim Sheaffer, Assistant Zoning/
Codes Officer
• Approved motion to delete Article XI, Section 1123, A, 12
from Zoning Ordinance 2006-03 (as amended)
• Approved $100.00 donation to John Graham Public Library
• Appointed Sally Anderson to Park & Rec Committee

November
• Approved Resolution 2019-11 adopting the 2020 budget
• Approved retaining Fred Leeds and Jenny Rhoads as Auditors
• Appointed Gary Hunsecker to Park & Rec Committee
• Accepted Resignation of Vicki Knepp, Township Secretary
• Approved reduction of Exeter Improvement Security
December
• Set meeting dates for 2020
• Adopted the Pension Disclosure Statement
• Accepted settlement on the FPE litigation

WHY IS THE CENSUS IMPORTANT
The 2020 Census count will begin in January, kicking off a
once-a-decade operation in which every household in the
United States will be asked to answer a short series of questions that will influence policymaking and planning for the
next decade.

local district boundaries to contain roughly equal numbers of people to ensure each person’s voting power is
closely equivalent (meeting the one-person, one-vote rule).
The Census Bureau will publish redistricting data no later
than March 31, 2021—within one year of Census Day.

The U.S. Constitution mandates that a census be taken every
10 years to count all people—both citizens and noncitizens—living in the United States. Responding to the census
is mandatory because getting a complete and accurate
count of the population is critically important. An accurate
count of the population serves as the basis for fair political
representation and plays a vital role in many areas of public
life.

3. Money to States and Localities—Census totals help
determine the amount of funding that state governments and local communities receive from the federal
government for the next decade. Census Bureau data
were used to distribute more than $675 billion in federal
funds to states and local communities for health, education,
housing, and infrastructure programs during Fiscal Year
2015. Accurate census counts ensure that funding is equitably distributed for numerous programs such as Medicaid,
highway planning and construction, special education
grants to states, the National School Lunch Program, and
Head Start.

Here are six key areas where the information collected in
the 2020 Census will help drive policymaking and shape the
future of the United States.
1. Apportionment—State population counts from the
decennial census are used to reapportion seats in the
U.S. House of Representatives. No state has permanent
claim to their current number of assigned House seats.
State population counts determine how the 435 seats are
split across the 50 states based on each state’s share of the
national total. After the 2020 Census, southern and western
states are expected to gain seats—and political clout—at
the expense of states in the Northeast and Midwest. The
Census Bureau will publish apportionment population
counts by December 31, 2020, affecting the size of state
delegations for the 2022 U.S. House elections and state
votes in the U.S. Electoral College for the 2024 presidential
election.
2. Redistricting—State and local officials use decennial
census results to help redraw congressional, state, and

4. Planning—Data from the census inform a wide range
of government, business, and nonprofit decisionmaking. Governments and nonprofit organizations rely on
decennial census data to determine the need for new roads,
hospitals, schools, and other public sector investments.
Census data are also vital to businesses as a key source of
information about the U.S. population’s changing needs.
5. Emergency Response -Detailed population information is critical for emergency response in the wake
of disasters. First responders and disaster recovery personnel use census data to help identify where and how
much help is needed. Similarly, demographic details from
the census assist epidemiologists and public health personnel in everything from tracking disease outbreaks, to combating the opioid epidemic, to improving child health.
(Continued on page 5)
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be very glad you were prepared!
Ultimately, if you are able to stay off the roads during
bad weather, especially if you are inexperienced or not
confident with your ability, you should make every attempt to avoid driving. But if you must travel, take every possible caution.

Car Emergency Kit List

Keep the below items in a bag in your trunk. Ideally,
we’d suggest a clear, plastic container so it’s easy to see
and locate everything. You can buy a pre-packaged kit or
create your own.
Minimum Supplies:
In an emergency situation, in addition to a full tank of
gas and fresh antifreeze, National Safety Council recommends having these with you at all times:

•
•
•

Blankets, mittens, socks and hats
Ice scraper and snow brush
Flashlight, plus extra batteries (or a handcrank flashlight)
• Jumper cables
• First-aid kit (band-aides, adhesive tape, antiseptic wipes, gauze pads, antiseptic cream, medical
wrap).
• Bottled water
• Multi-tool (such as a Leatherman Tool or a Swiss
Army Knife)
• Road flares or reflective warning triangles
• Windshield cleaner
Extra Supplies for Frigid Weather
During snowy, wintry weather, add the below items to
your emergency kit.

•

A bag of sand to help with traction (or bag of nonclumping cat litter)
• Collapsible or folding snow shovel
• Blanket
• Tire chains and tow strap
• Hand warmers
• Winter boots for longer trips
• Sleeping bag for longer trips
Note: Use salt for de-icing driveways and roads (Note:
Excess salinity can damage vegetation and contaminate
groundwater. So, with this in mind, salt your driveway
only when you must, and try not to over-salt.)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Small fire extinguisher (5-lb., Class B and Class C
type) in case of a car fire
Tire gauge to check inflation pressure in all four
tires and the spare tire
Jack and lug wrench to change a tire
Rags and hand cleaner (such as baby wipes)
Duct tape
Foam tire sealant for minor tire punctures
Rain poncho
Nonperishable high-energy foods such as unsalted
and canned nuts, granola bars, raisins and dried
fruit, peanut butter, hard candy.
Battery– or hand-crank–powered radio
Lighter and box of matches (in a waterproof container)
Scissors and string or cord
Spare change and cash
Compass
Paper maps

Before You Go
• If you must travel, make sure you share your travel
plans and route with someone before you leave.
• If you become stranded in bad winter weather, do
not leave your car. Don’t try to push your vehicle
out of snow. Light flares in front and behind the car
and make sure the exhaust pipe is not blocked by
snow, mud or any object.
• Besides checking the weather, it’s important to
have a mechanic check the condition of your vehicle before heading out on the road.
• Make sure tires are properly inflated.
• Keep your gas tank filled above halfway to avoid a
gas line freeze-up.
• Avoid driving when you have the flu, which can
reduce your reaction time almost six times as
much as moderate alcohol intake.
Winter Driving Tips
1. Beware of black ice. Roads may look clear, but they
may still be slippery.
2. Stuck without traction and lacking sand or cat litter? In a pinch, you can take the floor mats out of
your car, place them next to the tires, and slowly
inch the car onto and across the mats.
3. Make sure windows are defrosted and clear. And
be sure to clear snow and ice from the top of the
(Continued on page 5)
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PENN TWP FIRE COMPANY AUXILIARY SOUP
SALE
Saturday March 7, 2020
HAM BEAN AND BEEF VEGETABLE SOUP
BY THE QUART

$6.00 PER QUART (containers will be provided)
SOUP WILL BE AVAILABLE TO BE PICKED
BETWEEN 12:00 PM. (NOON) AND 1:00 PM

PAGE 5

SOUTH FAIRVIEW 1ST CHURCH
OF GOD
1212 Centerville Road
Newville, PA

An Ash Wednesday Service will be held February 26 at 6:30 p.m.
The South Side Gospel Concert will be held
Saturday March 21 and will feature Chapter
VII, The Gabriels, and Randy Simpson. Food
will be served beginning at 5:00; Concert begins at 6:00.

ADVANCE ORDERS ARE STRONGLY SUGGESTED.
ORDER BY CALLING 717-776-3089 OR 717249-4667
PLEASE ORDER BY February 28, 2020

(Continued from page 4)

vehicle! Gently rub a small, moistened, cloth bag of
iodized salt on the outside of your windshield to prevent the ice and snow from sticking.
4. To restore proper windshield wiper blade action,
smooth the rubber blades with fine sandpaper to
remove any grit and pits.
5. Fog-proof your mirrors and the inside of your windshields with shaving cream. Spray and wipe it off
with paper towels.
6. Increase following distance to 8 to 10 seconds.
7. If possible, avoid using your parking brake in cold,
rainy and snowy Bridget Racis weather
8. Do not use cruise control in wintry conditions
9. Look and steer in the direction you want to go. Accelerate and decelerate slowly.
10. Know whether you have antilock brakes, which will
“pump” the brakes for you in a skid
11. If possible, don’t stop when going uphill
12. Signal distress with a brightly colored cloth tied to
the antenna or in a rolled up window

Free “Stop-the-Bleed” training. Learn how to save a life
while waiting for EMS to arrive. Class will take 1—2
hours.
7:00 PM ,February 3, 2020
Penn Township Fire Company
Class is limited to 12, preregistration is required.
Call the Township at (717) 486-3104

(Continued from page 3)

6. A Base for Federal Surveys—Decennial census data
provide a population base for dozens of federal surveys. The Census Bureau’s Population Estimates Program
uses census data in combination with birth, death, and
migration data to produce annual population and housing
unit estimates. These estimates are then used as population controls for the American Community Survey, Current Population Survey, and many other federal surveys—
so that the numbers of housing units and people in certain
categories agree with the Census Bureau’s official estimates.
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A Note From Vector Control:
As of 10/1/2019 Vector Control is done setting data collection traps. In 2019 we set 1,383 gravid (adult mosquito)
traps compared to last year we collected 462. In dips (larvae mosquitoes) we have 892 collections whereas in 2018 we had
collected 222. We performed 271 larval treatments through the season. Last year we had 118 treatments throughout the
county.
Last year a total of 242 West Nile positive mosquito samples were collected. In 2019, we have collected nine samples that have tested positive. One of the samples was from New Cumberland Borough, one from Dickinson Township, one
Mount Holly Borough, two from Shippensburg Township, Camp Hill Borough, and Silver Spring Township. All appropriate
steps were taken to combat the problems.
We set and collected more traps this year than any year prior since the beginning of the program in 2001. However,
the number of mosquitoes per trap is much lower than previous years. We attribute this to many of the additional larval
treatments we have conducted this year, as well as the drier weather we had experienced the last couple of months.
Throughout 2019 members of Vector Control participated in many outreach opportunities. We partook in First Friday in Carlisle, National Night Out in Camp Hill and Silver Spring Township, the Carlisle Farmers Market, and other municipal events. We performed five separate interviews for local television news stations, and one radio interview. We are looking for opportunities to perform outreach in more municipalities for 2020. We also performed a tire collection in Mechanicsburg, and would like to attempt to host one on the Western end of the county in 2020.

TROOPER’S TIME
•

With snow and ice prevalent in the harsh Pennsylvania winter, please use caution when driving in these conditions.
Please allow extra time to get to work in these conditions, as crews work as quickly as they can to clear the road of snow and
clear crashes. While you may be driving the speed limit in a wintery condition, it may still be too fast to be safe and is still a
citable offense under the Vehicle Code.
• Wet leaves and gravel on the roadway can also be problematic for traction of your vehicle.
• As a reminder, if you see an emergency vehicle approaching towards you or from behind you, you are required to
yield. Pull over as far as is safely possible and allow them ample room to pass. Do not stop at the crest of a hill. While you
may be able to see over the hill, the emergency vehicle which is passing, likely cannot. This means that Jodi Renn any approaching traffic also can not see the oncoming emergency vehicle, making it much more dangerous for first responders.
• If there is a significant backlog (traffic) on the interstate from a crash or roadwork and your vehicle is going to run out of
fuel or overheat, please pull as far from the travel lanes as you can and request help.
• In snow storms, please do not abandon your vehicles on the roads and interstates. Your vehicle will be towed at your
expense in order to clear the snow, including the possibility of a citation under the Vehicle Code.
• Be mindful when consuming alcoholic beverages around the upcoming holidays, as there is a strict no-tolerance policy
for DUI.
• With the advent of online shopping, please be mindful of package theft and be vigilant for suspicious activity in your
neighborhood.
• As tax season approaches, keep in mind that the I.R.S. will not call you demanding payment in the form of gift cards.
Please be aware of such scams and do not allow yourself to become a victim.
• Do not leave unattended vehicles running to warm up. This allows a potential car thief easy access to steal
your vehicle.
• Remember to update your addresses on your PA identification cards, driver’s license, and vehicle registrations.
Trooper Kyle J Reeser
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Email Address Collection The township is collecting email addresses to be able
to efficiently deliver the newsletter and emergency
information to our residents.
If you are interested in receiving information by
email, please sign-up at
www.penntwpcc.org
•
•

Community Information
Newsletter
(sign up or cancellation of subscription)

Like us on Facebook for emergency alerts
and information on road closures.

PENN TOWNSHIP SERVICES
•
•

•
•

Photo copies

$ .25 each

Faxing $1.00 first page— $. 50 each additional page
Laminating

$1.00 per item

Notary work $5.00 a seal (No DMV forms or
titles)
The township will accept residential waste oil
from vehicles

Newsletter Advertising

The PENN TIMES is published quarterly (January,
April, July, and October), and offers area businesses
the opportunity to advertise their businesses to all of
the residents of the township. Advertisements may be
changed to fit the seasons. Seasonal businesses may
choose to advertise in the issue that is closest to their
peak season.
The following are the prices for advertising in the
2020 PENN TIMES:
Size
Cost/Issue
Cost/Year
1/8 Page (Business Card) $50
$175
¼ Page
$100
$350
½ Page
$200
$700
Full Page
$400
$1400
Contact the township office at 717 486-3104 to reserve
your space and for newsletter deadline.

CAN YOUR HOME BE EASILY
IDENTIFIED BY
EMERGENCY VEHICLES??
There is a Township Ordinance that requires all
homes to have the street number three inches
high so that emergency vehicles can easily find
your home. These street signs are available from
the Penn Township Vol. Fire Co. at no charge as
a public service. Contact Pam Sheaffer, (717)
776-7557. Proof of Township residence is required. One sign is free, any additional signs
will be $10.00 each.

All services offered during normal business hours

HELP WANTED
Find Your Name
The names of two Township residents, selected
randomly from Township records, are “hidden”
out of context somewhere in this newsletter.
Find your name and we will treat you to a $20
gift certificate to Saylor’s Market in Newville. If
you find your name, claim the reward by stopping by Saylor’s Market before January 31,
2020. Our thanks to Curt Saylor for his donation to the newsletter.

Penn Township Board of Supervisors is looking for residents to serve as Voting Alternates on the Planning
Commission. The Commission meets on the third Monday of the month.
The Park & Rec Committee is looking for one member.
The Committee meets the third Wednesday of the month.
We will be in need of one Auditor for 2020.
If you are interested in serving on either of these committees or serving as an Auditor, please call the Secretary
at 717-486-3104 or speak with a supervisor.
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Penn Township
1301 Centerville Road
Newville, PA 17241

If you know of a Township resident who did not receive this newsletter, extra copies
are available at the Township office.
Penn Township
Address:
1301 Centerville Road
Newville, PA 17241
Phone: (717) 486-3104
Fax: (717) 486-3522

Office Hours:
January 1—March 29, 2020
October 25—December 31, 2020
Monday—Friday
7:00 AM — 2:00 PM

March 30—October 24, 2020
Monday—Thursday
7:00 AM — 4:00 PM

Township Staff
Board of Supervisors
Gary Martin, Chairman
Ken Sheaffer, Vice-Chairman
Ron Tritt, Supervisor

Township Engineer
Paul Wilson
Dewberry

Sewage Enforcement Officer
Vincent Elbel

Township Secretary
Vicki Knepp
Corrie Wadel, Asst.

Township Tax Collector
Debra Dyarman
Julie Ruff, Deputy

Zoning Officer
Tim Knepp, Sr.

Township Treasurer
Trina Manetta

Road Master
Jeff Gillaugh
Alan Hostetter, Asst

Township Solicitor
Marcus McKnight, III

Employee
Ernie Beecher

Steve Knowlton

Township Auditors
Fred Leeds
Jenny Rhoads

